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TRANSITOLOGY AS A PROMISING FIELD OF CULTURAL STUDIES

This paper is based on the author’s report at the International Scientific
Conference “Culture and Social Communications: Innovative Development
Strategies” (November 21, 2019, Kharkiv). The author notes that transitology
originated in political science with the need to create theoretical and
methodological foundations for study of the transitions to democracy. Then it
spread to economics. However, a similar field is still absent in cultural studies,
which hampers the formation of an integrated approach to the analysis of social
changes taking place in the modern world. The lack of a transitological field in
cultural studies is explained by the uncertainty of the initial and final positions of
the cultural transformation process. Such positions are closed and open types
of social culture.

Key words: social transformations, transitology, political transitions, demo-
cracy, social culture, political culture, closed and open types of culture.

0. I. PomaH1ok, f,OKTOP NONITUYHMX HayK, Mpodecop, XapkiBcbka AepXaBHa
akageMis KynsTypu, Xapkis

TPAH3UTOJ10TIA 9K I1EPCI'I§KTVIBHVIF1 HAMPAM
KYNbTYPOJIOTIHHUX CTYAIU

B ocHoBy cTaTTi noknaaeHo 4onosigb astopa Ha MixXHapOoaHin HayKOBIV KOH-
depeHu;i «KynbTyponoris Ta couianbHi KOMYyHiKaLLii: iHHOBaLiNHI cTpaTerii po3-
BUTKY» (21 nuctonaga 2019 p., M. Xapkis).

AxTyanbHicTb. [lemokpaTtun3allis cy4acHOro CBiTy 3yMoBMIa po3podky Teope-
TUKO-METOLONONYHMX 3acaf, B Mexax skux MoxHa 6yno 6 BiporigHo aHaniay-
BaTW Ta NPOrHO3yBaTu NepexigHi npouecu. YHacnigok uboro B NOJIITUYHIN HayLj
BMHWKI1A TPAH3UTOJIONIA — Hanpsm, WO 30CEPELMB CBOIO YBary Ha CTyLilOBaHHi
LEMOKpaTUYHMX Nepexoais. Micns BKIIOYEHHS Y CBITOBUIA AEMOKPATUYHUIA NPO-
LLleC NOCTKOMYHICTUYHUX KPAiH aHaNorivyHMM Hanpsim BUHKK i B EKOHOMIYHIN Ha-
yui. MpoTe B KynbTyponorii nogibHOro Hanpsmy LLLe HEMAE, LU0 3HA4YHO YCKaa-
HIOE OOCAIAKEHHS KYNBTYPHOI CKNaf0BOi TPAH3UTUBHUX MPOLLECIB.

Merta cTtaTTi nondrae B KOHUENTyanbHOMY OOrpYHTYBaHHI ifei 3acHyBaHHS
TPAH3UTOSIONYHOr 0 HaNPSAMY B KYJIbTYPOSOril.

MeTtoponorifi OOCNIOXEHHA FPYHTYETLCA HAa CUCTEMHOMY Ta CTPYKTYPHO-
dyHKUOHaNbHOMY aHani3i NpoLecy AeMOKPATUYHUX MEPEXOLIB.

Pe3ynbratu. CuCTeMHUIA Ta CTPYKTYPHO-DYHKLIOHANBHWIA NiAX0AM AO3BON-
NN PenpeseHTyBaTW KyNbTYPHI NEPETBOPEHHS B TPAH3UTUBHUX CYCMiNbCTBAX
SIK OpraHiyHy CkNialoBy 3arajsibHOro MpoLecy ix AemokpaTuaaii, ska npoTe
Ma€ CBO aBTOHOMIl0. ABTOHOMISI 3yMOBJIIOETLCA TUM, LLO KYNbTYPHA TPaHC-
dopmadia mMae cBoi crneundiyHi BUXiOHY Ta KiHLEeBY noauuii, ki nependaya-
10Tb CcrieumdidHi Noriky 1 3aBAaHHS NPOLECY. BUXiAHOO NO3MLIEID KYNbTYPHOI
TpaHchopMaLli MPONOHYETLCH BBAXATU 3aKPUTUIA TUM KYLTYPU, NPUTAMaHHURA
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TOTaNiTapHUM Ta naTpiapxaibHUM CyCniNbCTBaM, KiHLEBOIO — BiAKPUTUNA, Xa-
paKTepHUn 418 AeMOKPATUYHUX CYCNIILCTB. Y TaKOMY KOHTEKCTi FOSIOBHUM 3a-
BLAHHAM KYNIbTYPHOI TpaHChOpMaLLii € BIAKPUTTH 3aKPUTUX KYJIBTYP.
HoBu3aHa. Akuio B nonepeaHix npausx npobnemMa KynsTypHUX 3MiH y NPOLLECi
JemMokpaTtunaalii cycninbCTBa aHanidysanacs 3 No3uLii NONITUYHOI CUCTEMU, TO
B Uit nybnikauii NponoHyeTbCS AOCNIAXKYBaTK ii 3 N03uLji 3aranbHoi KynbTypu
cycninbCTBa.

MpakTuyHe 3Ha4YeHHsa. Matepianu Ta BUCHOBKMU AOCHIOKEHHS MOXYTb OyTu
noknageHi B NiArpyHTS CTAHOBEHHS HOBOMO HANPSMY KyAbTYPONOriYHKX CTy-
[ilA, @ TaKoX MOXYTb OYTU BUKOPUCTAHHI Y BUKAAaHHI NoniTonorii Ta KynbTy-
ponoriiy 3BO.

KniouyoBi cnoBa: coujiasnbHi TpaHc@opmaLii, TPaH3UTOIOris, NOAITUYHI nepe-
Xxoam, AEMOKPATIs, CycCrisibHa Ky/bTypa, MoJiTuyHa KybTypa, 3aKpuTui Ta Big-
KPUTWE TAMM KYJIbTYPU.

A. N. PomaHI0K, OKTOP NONUTUYECKNX HAYK, Npodeccop, XapbkoBcKas
rocyAapCTBEHHAs akagemMuns KynbTypsbl, I. XapbkoB

TPAH3UTOJ10rNS KAK NEPCMEKTUBHOE HAMPABJIEHUE
KYNbTYPOJIOTUMECKMX UCCNEAOBAHUN

B oCcHOBY cTaTby NONMOXEH A0KNaA aBTopa Ha MexayHapoaHOM HayYHOM KOH-
depeHumn «KynbTyponorns n coumnasnbHble KOMMYHUKALMW: UHHOBALVOHHbIE
cTpaTterum passutus» (21 Hos6psa 2019 1., Xapbkos). OTMeYEHO, YTO BO3HUKHYB
B NMOMMTUYECKON Hayke 13 NOTPeBHOCTH pa3paboTki TEOPETUKO-METOLONOM M-
4eCKMX OCHOB UCCNELOBAHNS NPOLLECCOB Nepexoaa K 4eMOKpaTum, TPaH3UTO-
N10rvst NOTOM PacnpPOCTPaHMAACh U HA AKOHOMUYECKYIO HayKy. OfHaKo aHano-
rmyeckoe HanpasfeHve Noka OTCYTCTBYET B Ky/IbTYPOSIOrUW, 4TO NPENSTCTBYET
CTAHOBJIEHUIO KOMIMIEKCHOrO MOAX04a K aHanu3dy COLMasbHbIX U3MEHEHWUIA,
NPOVCXOASLLMX B COBPEMEHHOM MUpPe. OTCYTCTBME TPAH3UTONOMMYECKOrO Ha-
NPaBEHNS B KYNbTYPONory 06bACHIETCS HEONPEAENEHHOCTLIO HaYaNbHON 1
KOHEYHOW MO3uLLMIA NpoLecca KybTypHON TpaHchopmaumm. B kauecTBe Takux
no3nuMiA NpeanaralnTCs 3aKPbITbi U OTKPLITLIA TUMbl COLMANbHOM KYNIbTYPbI.

KnioueBble cnoBa: couuasibHble TpaHCHopMaLmm, TDaH3UTOIO0MS, MOINTY-
yeckue rnepexoabl, AeMOKPaTus, CoLmaslbHas KybTypa, MNoaMTUHeckast KysbTy-
pa, 3aKpPbITbINA Y OTKDBITHIN TUMbI KY/bTYbI.

Problem statement. Democratization has become a leading trend

in global political development in the last forty-five years. There were
39 democratic states in the world in 1974 (27.5% of the total) (Diamond,
1996: 26). At the turn of 1992-1993, for the first time, the number of
democracies (99 or 53 %) in the history of mankind exceeded the number
of undemocratic regimes (Freedom in the World 1992-1993: 4). In 2018,
the number of democracies was 116 (59.5%) (Freedom in the World 2018:
1228-1229). The democratization of the modern world necessitated the
development of theoretical and methodological foundations within which
transitional processes could be reliably analyzed and predicted. As a result,
transitology appeared as part of political science. This new field concentrated
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on the study of democratic transitions. After the
inclusion of postcommunist countries in the world
democratic process, a transitional direction emerged
in economics as well. However, there is no similar field
in cultural studies, which makes it difficult to study
the cultural component of transitive processes.

Previous research. It cannot be said that the
cultural factor has no place in the study of transits. The
problem of culture in the context of democratization b

. ankwart Rustow
was posed by Seymour Lipset (1990), Samuel (1924 — 1996)
Huntington (1991: 258-269), Francis Fukuyama
(1995). The cultural component of postcommunist
transformations was analyzed in collective monographs, edited by Detlef
Pollack, Jorg Jacobs, Olaf Miiller and Gert Pickel (2003), Stephen Weifield
(2005), and in the monograph of the Ukrainian researcher Igor Polishchuk
(2008). But these publications analyzed only one aspect of social culture,
namely political culture. However, social culture is a holistic phenomenon
in which political culture is closely linked to other cultural components,
such as economic, legal, religious, linguistic ones, etc. With this in mind, I
expressed the opinion in one of my recent publications about the need for
a comprehensive approach to the study of the role of the cultural factor in
transits, which implies the formation of a transitological field in cultural
studies as well (Romanyuk, 2018: 217-218). The conceptual justification of
this idea is the aim of this paper.

The emergence of transitology. As a research area, transitology
originated in political science. Its founder was the American political scientist
Dankwart Rustow, whose article “Transitions to Democracy — Toward a
Dynamic Model” determined the title of this scientific area. By focusing on
internal factors of transition (the ability of political elites to perform a series
of sequential procedures necessary for institutionalizing democracy) and
rescinding from its external factors (level of economic development, social
class structure of society, etc.), Rustow laid foundations of a procedural
approach to the study of political transits, which was the basis of the primary
transitological paradigm. The transitological paradigm was described in
detail by Guilliermo O’Donnell and Philippe Schmitter in “Transitions from
Authoritarian Rule: Tentative Conclusions about Uncertain Democracies”
(1986), where the transitions to democracy were represented as a process
of consistent institutionalization of political change with are three regular
stages in its development: liberalization, democratization and socialization

(fig.1).
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The crisis of transitology. However, inclusion of postcommunist
countries in the world process of democratization at the turn of the 1980s
and 1990s caused a crisis of transitology, since many of its paradigm
provisions did not work in the conditions of postcommunism. The
postcommunist transformations have cast doubt on the pattern of regular
stages in the transition to democracy. The German political scientist Klaus
von Beyme argued that the stage of liberalization was not always available,
and the three-stage transition to democracy only worked in Poland and
Hungary (Beyme 1999: 289). The same opinion was expressed by Polish
political scientist Jerzy Maczkow: “... most Soviet-type socialist states did
not go through liberalization” (Maczkoéw 2000: p. 45). The inconsistency of
the transitological paradigm provisions with the realities of postcommunist
transformations was analyzed in detail by American political scientist
Michael McFaul (McFaul 2002) (fig. 2).

Paradigmatic update. Analyzing the causes of the crisis, political
scientists concluded that these discrepancies are due to the fact that the
transitological paradigm was developed on the basis of generalizations
of the transition to democracy in the countries of Southern Europe and
Latin America, where they came from authoritarian regimes; instead,
postcommunist transformations come from totalitarian ones (with varying
degrees of their destruction). The main difference between totalitarian
and authoritarian regimes lies in the fact that monopoly exists only in the
political sphere under authoritarian regimes, while in the not politic areas
is a limited pluralism, and monopoly permeates all spheres of society under
totalitarianism. Accordingly, postauthoritarian transitions occurred mainly
in the political sphere, while posttotalitarian transformations embrace all
spheres of society (Romanyuk, 2011, p. 80—84).

Since the transitological paradigm, based on a procedural approach to
the study of political transitions, did not work in postcommunism, there was
a need to update it. The search of ways to update has led to the expansion
of the problematic field of transitology and to going beyond paradigmatic
limits. In the study of transitions to democracy, the attention was shifted
from their horizontal structuring (differentiation of the stages) to the vertical
one (differentiation of the components). The concepts of dual transition
(simultaneous transition to democracy and market) (Przeworski 1991),
triple transition (transition to democracy, market and national statehood)
(Offe 1991) and the quadruple transition (transition to democracy, market,
national statehood and political nations) (Kuzio 2001) changed on each
other.

Under the influence of political transitology, a similar direction emerged
in economic science. Janos Kornai (1994), Leszek Balcerowicz (1997), Ole
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Institutionalization | Institutionalization [ Institutionalization
of civil liberties of a competitive of a democratic
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powerful apparatus
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Terms of ruling elite and between the problems,
implemen- emergence of government and the democratic
tation opposition opposition, drafting | education of the
apact population
Political Tutelary democracy | Electoral democracy | Liberal democracy
regime (semi-democracy)

Figurel. Transitological paradigm basic provisions

Transit The nature of the | The influence of the
guidance transitions ratio of forces
The provisions To democracy Evolutionary, Balance of power
of the cooperative determines democracy;

transitological (by the pacts that | imposition of old elite
paradigm institutionalize or opposition causes
democracy) restoration of an
authoritarian regime or
civil war

The realities of Both to Revolutionary, Imposition of

postcommunist | democracy and | uncooperative opposition determines

transformations | to a new form of | (such pacts were | democracy; imposition

autocracy

not concluded)

of old communist elite
determines a new form
of autocracy;
the balance of power
determines a partial,
unstable democracy, or
an autocracy, or a civil
war

Figure 2. The inconsistencies of postcommunist transformations
with the transitological paradigm (by Michael McFaul)
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Norgaard (2000), Anders Aslund (2002), Oleh Havrylyishyn (2006) and
other economists identified the main tasks of economic transformation
(dismantling of the state economy and building a market system), analyzed
market reform strategies (dirigiste and liberal), developed market transition
models (gradualist and shock therapy), analyzed the short-term and long-
term social consequences of reforms under different strategies and models.

Transitological perspective in cultural studies. Unlike economic
science, the transitological field has not yet established itself in cultural
studies. In the previous period, the problem of cultural transformation in the
process of democratization was studied mainly in political science. Therefore,
culture is not studid as a whole, but only those elements that are directly
involved in the political process. As a result, political science is dominated
by a simplified view of the content and ways of cultural transformation. It
is believed that the democratization of culture is conditioned by two major
factors. The first is the course of the democratic process (the more successful
it is, the more advantages it has for the citizens, the more committed they are
to democratic rule). The second is the organization of special training aimed
at imparting democratic values to citizens.

However, the recent wave of terrorism in Western Europe and North
America has shown that, in many cases, terrorists are persons who come from
immigrant families from Muslim countries, but born in Western countries
with liberal democratic regimes and advanced economies. They graduated
from Western schools and universities, where they tried to instill democratic
and humanistic values into them. They are not poor people because their
families are middle class. Despite this, they became terrorists because they
were brought up in the spirit of Islamic fundamentalism. Why?

The answer to this question requires the involvement of cultural studies
in the problem field of social transformations. This should make it possible to
understand the process of cultural change occurring within the framework
of socio-political transits, from another, much broader perspective. So far,
cultural transformation was studied from a position of the political system.
That is, only a simple political culture was studied. The problem is exploring
this process from a position of social cultural as a whole (cultural system)
(fig. 3)

This is especially important in the context of postcommunism, as out of
30 postcommunist countries, 24 (80% of the total) are newly created states
resulting from the collapse of the Soviet Union, socialist and then new
Yugoslavia, and the velvet divorce of the Czech Republic and Slovakia. In
the newly created states, the process of democratization is predicated by the
problem of integration of their citizens into a single political nation, which
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Political
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culture

Figure 3. Fields of the study of cultural phenomenon
(by political science and cultural studies)

greatly increases the influence of the cultural factor. This also applies to
postcolonial countries where tribalism has not yet been overcome.

The emergence of a transitological field in cultural studies requires the
identification of the initial and final positions in cultural transformation. In
political science, the starting point of political transitions is considered to be
the undemocratic regime, the final one being the acquisition by a political
system of the quality of liberal and consolidated democracy. In economics,
the starting point of transformation is the non-market type of economy,
the final one is a well-functioning market system. In cultural studies, such
positions may be “closed culture” (starting point) and “open culture” (final
point). These types of cultures were distinguished in “Open Society and Its
Enemies” by Karl Popper (1945), in which the author contrasted closed
societies (totalitarian and patriarchal) that focused on their local values
and closed to productive communication with other cultures, with open
societies where a high level of freedom allows one to integrate all valuable
things from other national cultures. The people mentioned above became
terrorists because the formation of their identities took place within closed
Muslim communities dominated by fundamentalist values.

The points of a closed and open culture are correlated with similar
points of political (undemocratic — democratic regime) and economic
(non-market — market economy) transits, since “the opening of culture”
is the problem that determines the course and result of the process of
democratization and marketization both postcommunist and postcolonial
countries. The main task to be resolved within the transitological direction
of cultural studies is to find mechanisms for opening closed cultures.
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Conclusion. The emergence and development of transitological studies
is a reflection of the urgent demand of our time. The spread of democracies
in the modern world requires scientific guidance on how to optimize this
process and shape stable democratic systems. The stabilization of democracies
depends on establishing appropriate institutions and introducing appropriate
norms, but the formation of appropriate culture is crucial here. However,
cultural transformations in transitive societies are still studied unilaterally,
which is especially caused by the lack of a transitological direction in
cultural studies. The emergence of a transitological direction in cultural
studies should complete the process of becoming a complex approach to the
study of social transformations occurring in the modern world (fig. 4).

Fields of Transformational positions )

transitolog Integrative result
Y Initial Final

Political Undemocratic regime | Democratic regime Free

Economic Non-market economy Market economy Democratic

Cultural Closed culture Open culture Society

Figure 4. Transitology as complex scientific studies
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